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to obviate this inconvenience by establishing a re-
gency. He had an investigation made of what had
been done in France at different periods of its history
when Regents had governed the country. Then
when all was ready he summoned a Privy Council at
the Elysee, March SO, 1813, to which were admitted
the Empress, the Queen of Spain, and Queen Hor-
tense. After the reading of the decree establishing
the regency, Marie Louise swore to discharge her
duty as a good wife, a good mother, and a good
Frenchwoman, according to the laws and constitu-
tions of the Empire, and to surrender her powers
whenever the Emperor should desire. She sent a
messenger to Vienna to inform her father of her new
dignity. "You can readily understand," she wrote,
" how much I am flattered by this new proof of the
Emperor's confidence." March 31 Marie Louise was
present at the Council of the Ministers. She was
intelligent, attentive, and seemed to take a serious
interest in the business. When the reports of the
police were about to be read, Napoleon listened to a
few, and said to Archchancellor Cambac&rds: " It is
not necessary to sully a young woman's mind with
certain details.5'

To lighten the task which the regency imposed
upon the Empress, the Emperor appointed the Baron
of Mfoeval her private secretary. He was, accord-
ing to the Duke of Rovigo, "the man in whose
honesty he had the completest confidence, his own
private secretary. He submitted to his loss, and